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John-Mark Staude holds a Ph.D. in economic geology 
and has over 20 years of diverse mining and exploration 
experience in precious and base metals. He earned a 
Masters of Science from Harvard University in 1989 and a 
Ph.D. in economic geology from the University of Arizona 
in 1995. Mr. Staude held positions of increasing 
responsibility with a number of major international mining 
companies including Kennecott, BHP-Billiton, and most 
recently Teck Cominco. He also worked with smaller 
commodity-focused companies like Magma Copper Company and consulted to private investment 
groups. Mr. Staude's extensive Latin America mineral resource experience began in Mexico and then 
extended through South America. Recently, Mr. Staude has ventured into Europe and Asia initiating 
companies and managing successful exploration programs in Turkey, Romania and China. Mr. Staude 
has been successful in creating shareholder value through discoveries of gold and copper in Mexico, 
Peru and Turkey. He has located additional resources in known districts and helped convert discoveries 
into new mining operations. His technical and managerial experience spans more than 30 countries in 
diverse geologic environments. Through Riverside Resources, Mr. Staude will continue to build strong 
portfolios and profitable businesses through prospect generation, early stage partnering and drill 
discoveries. 

 
“New Investment, Exploration Projects and Exciting Results from Mexico” 

 
Mexico for 2020 has an impressive outlook with large financings and good exploration results in this past 
year.  This year is a pivotal year for opportunities with new development projects and companies 
progressing rapidly toward new production.  On-going operations by majors continue to progress well 
and some that were paused for various issues in 2020 should see restart and continued growth. 
 
It can be argued that over recent decades, the current rate of investment in the minerals sector in 
Mexico has not boomed when compared to other global exploration regions. The favorable perception of 
mineral development in Mexico has fallen according to the Fraser Institute studies. Global perception of 
Mexico for explorers and miners has been and will continue to be greatly influenced by the extent or lack 
of government stability, transparent and sensible mining regulations, personal security, and positive 
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interactions with local communities. On the other hand, the high mineral potential of Mexico is well 
proven, being a major metal production leader for over 500 years, with new discoveries being made 
each year.  
 
With a collective, focused effort the mining industry can grow strong and rapidly in Mexico. The mineral 
exploration industry has the potential to bring investment, jobs, prosperity, and a great future for Mexico. 
This year’s Discoveries Conference once again provides an excellent forum for members of the Mexican 
mining and exploration community to advance and promote mining projects, review new technologies 
and their applications, and to encounter investment opportunities. 
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