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Baltazar Solano is a Geological Engineer graduated from the 
UNAM School of Engineering in 1969 with a Master's degree in 
mining exploration from the University of Arizona in 1975, 
diplomas and various courses in Administration, Applied 
Hydrology, Environmental Impact and Environmental Risk 
Analysis from ITESM and UNAM. More than 50 years of 
experience in the areas of surface geology and mining; mining 
exploration; geological, economic evaluation and modeling of 
mineral deposits; evaluation, audit and certification of mineral 
resources and reserves; review and audit in acquisition and/or registration processes (due diligence, 
NI43-101). Economic valuation of prospects, projects and mines in operation. Development of advanced 
exploration projects under a varied context of geological environments in Mexico, Central and South America, 
the United States and Canada. Experience in environmental impact studies, environmental auditing, 
environmental risk analysis and environmental restoration planning in more than 15 projects and mines in 
Mexico, Central and South America. 
 
Ing. Solano is an enthusiast of the History of Mining in Mexico. 

 
“El Camino Real de la Plata: A historical tour of mining in México” 

 
The Camino Real de la Plata or Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, extended 2,600 km from Tenochtitlan to New 
Mexico with a pre-Hispanic antecedent consisting of the Turquoise Route. The Spanish territorial expansion 
led to the discovery of numerous mines and came along with the spiritual conquest and catechization of the 
indigenous population, in addition to achieving political stability and "peaceful" submission within the new 
conquered territories. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the important discoveries of Taxco, 
Zacatecas, Guanajuato and Pachuca were made and a large number of Reales de Minas were founded in 
addition to the main colonial cities of Bajío and Septentrión Mexicanos, as well as numerous agricultural, 
mining and ranching haciendas along their journey 
 
It is estimated that during the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries the silver produced in Mexico, exceeding 
50,000 tons and that produced since 1521 (estimated at 5 billion ounces) represents almost 36% of world 
silver in existence. The mining boom caused the arrival of a large number of inhabitants from Europe, the 
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transfer of indigenous groups from their places of origin and the arrival of slaves, which led to an accelerated 
miscegenation; Over the years, an ethnographic and cultural melting pot was created, leaving us a legacy of 
almost 500 years that contributed to creating a national identity. From that melting pot our Nation, MEXICO, 
arose. 
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